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The Society for Investigative Dermatology is
deeply indebted to Herman Beerman, a charter
member, for his services as Director, Vice-Presi-
dent, President, and Secretary-Treasurer. Prob-
ably no one else has given as much of himself to
this Society as Herman Beerman. Although he
will today turn over to George Hambrick the
arduous duties he has carried for fifteen years as
Secretary-Treasurer, I am sure that he will not
relinquish, with these duties, either his interest
in the Society or his desire to foster its growth.
At each annual meeting, the Herman Beerman
Lectureship provides opportunity for expression
of our appreciation for what he has done for the
Society. As a result of this lectureship we have
thus far been privileged to hear René Dubos,
Hans Selye, Rupert Bilhingham, and Curt Stem.
This year, as you know, our lecturer is Dr. Al-
bert Szent-Gyorgyi.
One of my rewards and thrills as your Presi-
dent this year was receipt of Dr. Szent-Györgyi's
acceptance of our invitation to present this lec-
ture. The presidency, however, also has had its
stresses and strains, one of which was my con-
cern about this introduction. After worrying
about it and wondering if the task could be
assigned to someone else, I finally decided that
it belonged to me and so I began collecting mate-
rial from the customary sources. Then I re-read
some of Dr. Szent-Gyorgyi's own publications
and rocognized that he could be made to intro-
duce himself in his own words. I found, for in-
stance, that he had stated, "I like to see things
simple, in a childish way. Most people are un-
able to see that something is a miracle if they
see it often. To me the greatest miracles are
what I see around me every day." Apparently,
then we are about to listen to a simple, observ-
ant child. He has also said, and I quote, "There
are pregnant ones and non-pregnant ones among
us, and only those who are pregnant, pregnant
with ideas, will be creative." Now there is no
doubt that Dr. Szent-Gyorgyi is creative; he is
a Nobel Laureate; among his many discoveries
are vitamin C and the catalytic role of dicar-
boxylic acids in cell respiration; he has eluci-
dated the complex nature of the actomyosin
system and its contractile response to ATP.
Therefore, by his own definition he is pregnant.
Still another quotation will amplify Dr. Szent-
Gyorgyi's picture of himself as a simple, ob-
servant, pregnant child. Again I quote, "I could
characterize my own research by telling you that
when I settled in Woods Hole and took up fish-
ing, I always used an enormous hook. I was
convinced I would catch nothing anyway and I
thought it much more exciting not to catch a big
fish than not to catch a small one. I have re-
duced, since, the size of my hook, and am catch-
ing fish." Now our speaker of the afternoon has
presented himself as a simple, childish, observ-
ant, pregnant fisherman who says he is no longer
using large hooks. I am sure, however, that he
has reduced the size of his hooks only slightly
and that he will be able to tell us about some
enormous fish that he has been catching.
I could go on and on, but for those of you who
have not already read it, I recommend a delight-
ful autobiographical note that appeared in the
1963 issue of the Annual Review of Biochem-
istry. In his biography you will meet a man with
keen humor, a scientist, a secret agent, a poet
and a philosopher. From it one learns that early
in his career Dr. Szent-Györgyi was advised to
"go into cosmetics." His first publication dealt
not with cosmetics but with the epithelium of
the anus. He comments, "I started science at the
wrong end." This may be as close as Dr. Szent-
Györgyi has ever come to using skin as a tissue
for investigative work. Whether or not he men-
tions skin this afternoon, we are in for a treat.
Dr. Szent-Györgyi, we are honored that you are
taking time from your busy schedule to deliver
this, the fifth Herman Beerman Lecture.
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